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PBSSS Swimming club safeguarding policy statement

This swimming club/squad is committed to a club environment in which all children* participating in its activities have a safe and positive experience.

In order to achieve this the club agrees to:

a) Adopt and implement the current ASA Wavepower policy in full.

b) Recognise that all children participating in the club (regardless of age, gender, race, religion, sexual orientation, ability or disability) have a right to enjoy their involvement in swimming and be protected from harm and be in a safe environment

c) Ensure that those individuals who work with children in the club, whether paid or voluntary, provide a positive, safe and enjoyable experience for children.

d) Appoint a Club Welfare Officer with the necessary skills and training as outlined by the ASA who will take the lead in dealing with all child safeguarding matters raised within the club.

e) Ensure that the club Welfare Officers name and contact details are known to all staff, members and parents* of members and be available to discuss issues of concern on matters of safeguarding and deal with such concerns appropriately and in line with Wavepower guidance.

f) Ensure all those persons who work with children in the club have undertaken the appropriate training and relevant CRB checks and adhere to the required practices for safeguarding children as outlined in Wavepower.

g) Ensure that all individuals who will be working or will work with children in the club have been through the ASA recruitment procedure.

h) Ensure that all individuals who work with children in the club have the appropriate training and codes of conduct and good practice to follow in line with the guidance in Wavepower.

i) Provide all club members and parents of members with the opportunity to raise concerns in a safe and confidential manner if they have a concern about a child’s welfare or protection.

j) Ensure that all child safeguarding matters, whether they be concerns about child welfare or protection,are dealt with appropriately in accordance with the guidance for reporting and action in Wavepower.

k) Ensure that confidentiality is maintained appropriately and in line with the best interests of the child.

l) Ensure all papers relating to child safeguarding matters are held in a safe and secure manner.

*Children are referring to all persons under the age of 18.

“Parents” is anyone who has parental responsibility for the child concerned.

 

Reacting, reporting and recording concerns

The ASA is committed to ensuring all children who attend ASA swimming clubs and ASA events will be safeguarded from harm.

To ensure this is possible the ASA have developed comprehensible procedures for clubs to adopt and act upon if a matter regarding a child’s safety or welfare is raised.

Introduction

The ASA accepts that the protection and safeguarding of all children is paramount and that safeguarding should be based on prevention and best practice. The adoption by ASA

clubs of safeguarding policies and procedures have, and will continue to, minimise the opportunity for acts of child of abuse or harm to children to take place within the club setting.

This has been recognised in the study of ASA cases over the last 7 years where the numbers of serious cases of child abuse (excluding the identification of historical abuse) have

reduced significantly as procedures have become imbedded into club culture and practice. However, the ASA recognise that all risk cannot be removed and concerns will continue to

be raised regarding child safeguarding and welfare identified, both within and external to the ASA club activities.

The ASA have developed a child safeguarding management team from whom advice and guidance can be gained, and who will take the required actions and decisions in

matters regarding child safeguarding.

These are:

• *The ASA legal Affairs Department • (LA Dept).

• *The Independent Child Protection • Officer (ICPO).

• *The District Welfare Officer (DWO). • *The County Welfare Officer • (COWO).

• *The Club Welfare Officer • (CLWO).

*contact details can be found at the front of Wavepower

 http://www.swimming.org/assets/uploads/library/Section2v1JD090909_Section_2.pdf

 Amateur Swimming Association (ASA) Swim Line

ASA Swimming Club legal Counselling Service

The Amateur Swimming Association is committed to promoting the welfare of children in our sport. That is why we have joined with the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children in creating SwimLine. 

The service is provided for anyone involved in swimming, including children and young people who believe that the welfare of a young child is at risk. This could be neglect or abuse, bullying or fear of someone, or anything that is worrying you and you don't know who to discuss it with. 

What happens if you call? 

when you ring, you will hear a message. This will explain that you wish to speak to someone urgently or it would not be convenient for someone to call you back - you can press a number to transfer straight to the NSPCC Child Protection Helpline. This will be answered by trained and experienced counsellors who will advise you and act to protect children.  
If there is a problem with someone calling you back and you wish to speak to someone who understands swimming, you will need to leave your telephone number and time when it is convenient for one of our Child Protection Group to ring. These people are members of swimming clubs who work in child welfare as a profession and have volunteered to help this ASA programme.  
If there is an issue which causes concern the ASA will act to protect the child.  
SwimLine calls are free and do not appear on itemised bills unless the call is made from a mobile phone. SwimLine does not use the 1471 code or any other call return or call display facility.  
If you leave a message we aim to ring back during the next working day. If you phone over the weekend, we will aim to contact you on Monday.  

Our Numbers

SwimLine 0808 100 4001  
NSPCC Child Protection Helpline direct: 0808 800 5000 - (open 24 hours a day and calls are free).  
Textphone: 0800 056 0566  

Comments and suggestions on how we can improve this service are welcome. 









